Abstract. We prove the following result that answers a question of M. Chen: Let X be a Gorenstein minimal complex projective 3-fold of general type with locally factorial terminal singularities. If jK X j de nes a generically nite map : X 99K P pg?1 , then deg( ) 576. For any positive integer m > 0, we give in nitely many examples of (non-Gorenstein) 3-folds of general type with canonical map of degree m.
Introduction
The study of the canonical maps of projective varieties of general type is one of the central problems in algebraic geometry. The case of surfaces has attracted a great deal of attention. By work of Beauville, it is known that the degree of the canonical maps of surfaces are bounded. In dimension at least three, the situation seems much less clear. The purpose of this brief note is to address this question. We prove the following theorem which answers a question of M. Chen (cf. Open problem 2. 10 Ch] 
(a ! X ) + (R 2 a ! X ) 2 (a ! X ):
Combining equations (1), (2) 
